Roundabout Committee
Date: March 6, 2020
Location: Online Meeting (Host: Consor Engineers)

Meeting Minutes
1) Call to Order
2) Welcome and Introductions
Number of meeting attendees: 22 registered attendees (based on online meeting statistics)
3) TexITE Roundabout Committee News
a) Norman Hogue Roundabout Project of the Year Award (Jason Vaughn)
Jason Vaughn (Presiding Committee Chair, City of Sugar Land, TX) announced the current Norman Hogue
Roundabout Project of the Year Award submittal process. He mentioned that this is the second year of the award
submittal process, which the award was named in honor of Norman Hogue, an active TexITE and Roundabout
Committee member whom passed away in October 2018. Jason stated that the award submittal form is available
for download at our committee website: http://texasroundabouts.com. He mentioned the roundabout submittal
requirements (provided on the first page) and the design and appendix information (listed on the following pages).
The Roundabout Project award submittal forms are due on May 15, 2020 to the TexITE Awards Committee. If you
have any questions about the Roundabout Project award submittal form, please contact Jason Vaughn at
jvaughn@sugarlandtx.gov.
b) Texas Roundabout Mapper updates (Minh Le)
Minh Le (Data Resources Chair, Texas A&M Transportation Institute) discussed our committee’s recent work with
Dunaway Associates; to develop a mapping app for updating the roundabout locations on the Texas Roundabout
Mapper webpage. This page is located in the top contents bar at the texasroundabouts.com website (shown in
Exhibit 1 below). Minh demonstrated how a member can use filters and attribute tables to view selected roundabout
location data and how to add new roundabout locations to the website.
EXHIBIT 1

Minh also mentioned about modifying the Roundabout Status and Circle Type categories. Listed below are the
existing and proposed items for the Roundabout Status and Circle Type categories. If you have any comments or
suggestions on the proposed Status and Type listings, please contact Minh Le or Jason Vaughn.
Status (Proposed)
Planned
Planned
Planned
Planned
Planned
Construction
Existing
Existing
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Status (Existing)
Planned
Potential
Proposed
Under Consideration
In Design
Under Construction
Existing
Complete
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Status (Proposed)
Other

Status (Existing)
Unknown

Circle Type (Proposed)
Neighborhood Traffic Circle
Traffic Circle
Roundabout
Mini-Roundabout

Circle Type (Existing)
Traffic Calming Circle
Traffic Circle
Roundabout
Mini-Roundabout

Criteria
< 90-foot ICD
> 90-foot ICD
Per NCHRP 672 guidance
Per NCHRP 672 guidance

Minh then showed the draft Roundabout Mapper App, that members can use for updating roundabout locations and
information to the Mapper website. Exhibit 2 shows the Mapper App page, and Minh stated that the link and related
guides will be provided to TexITE Roundabout Committee members soon. Minh Le and Abram Van Elswyk
(Committee Webmaster, TxDOT) are currently planning to provide a demonstration of the Roundabout Mapper app
for our next Roundabout Committee meeting. If you have questions about the Roundabout Mapper App, please
contact Minh at m-le@tti.tamu.edu.
EXHIBIT 2

4) National Roundabout Committee updates
a) TRB Committee on Roundabout updates (Wade Odell)
Wade Odell (Liaison Co-Chair, TxDOT) provided a Standing Committee on Roundabouts (ANB75) meeting
summary for their meeting held on January 15, 2020 at the Transportation Research Board (TRB) Annual Meeting
in Washington. He stated that 13 technical papers were submitted for review to ANB75. Each spring, a call is sent
out to all ANB75 members and committee friends for technical papers on roundabouts. Highly rated papers are
presented at the TRB Annual Meeting in January of the following year. Lectern sessions and the Roundabouts
Video Theater were very well attended. TRB will host several webinars on roundabouts in 2020. As usual, the
webinars are free to TRB sponsors (state DOTs) and non-TRB sponsors are charged a nominal fee.
Wade mentioned that there will be new updates to the TRB Roundabout website. He stated that new roundabout
standard updates will be included in the next federal MUTCD release and that mini-roundabouts operation will be
added to the next Highway Capacity Manual update. With respect to research efforts, Wade mentioned two pooled
fund projects, one led by Oregon and one led by FHWA. Brian Ray provided an update on the Guide for
Roundabouts (a future update to NCHRP 672). There were international reports from Canada, Portugal, Spain,
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and Japan. On April 1, 2020, the TRB Joint Subcommittee on Intersections will merge with ANB75 to include
innovative intersections in addition to roundabouts.
b) ITE Roundabout Committee updates (Jason Vaughn)
Jason discussed the minutes from the ITE Roundabout Committee, held on January 13, 2020 at the TRB Annual
Meeting. Lindsey Van Parys (ITE Roundabout Committee Chair, GHD) stated that the ITE Roundabout Committee
plans to hold four roundabout webinars this year. The webinars will continue the focus on the Affordable
Roundabout series (showing roundabouts that can be built within affordable budgets). The ITE Roundabout
Committee will also start preparations for FHWA’s Roundabout Week in September. The next in-person committee
meeting is planned for the ITE International Meeting in New Orleans on August 9-12, 2020 (most likely during the
Sunday or Monday timeframe).
Lindsey is requesting a Liaison volunteer to participate with the ITE Vision Zero working group. This volunteer will
be required to travel and attend working group meetings and provide updates to the ITE Roundabout Committee
(assuring that roundabouts are included in the working group discussions). If you are interested in the Liaison
Volunteer position, please contact Lindsey Van Parys at lindsey.vanparys@ghd.com.
5) Upcoming Roundabout Meetings
a) Next meeting: Online TexITE Roundabout Committee meeting is being planned for July 2020.
NOTE: The TexITE Spring Conference in Corpus Christi has been cancelled due to current CV restrictions.
Please refer to TexITE’s message at https://www.texite.org/a-message-from-the-texite-president/.
b) 6th International Roundabout Conference, Monday May 18 – Wednesday May 20 (Lindsey Van Parys)
Portola Hotel, Monterey CA
Jason mentioned the upcoming 6th International Roundabout Conference; held in Monterey, California on May 1820, 2020. TRB hosts this Roundabout Conference and provides the conference information at: https://trb.secureplatform.com/a/page/Roundabout2020 (shown in Exhibit 3 below). NOTE: TRB states that they are monitoring
current CV restrictions and has not postponed or cancelled this event at this time.
EXHIBIT 3
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6) Presentation: Sam Delmotte and Jay Von Ahsen, Kimley-Horn and Associates
 “Intersection Control Evaluation – Case Studies involving Roundabouts”
Jay and Sam provided their presentation on the Intersection Control Evaluation (ICE) process. They discussed the
history of the ICE process, the components of an ICE report, and the evaluation stages for the ICE report. Jay provided
the following links for FHWA’s ICE resources and tools, and mentioned that the Florida and Georgia DOT developed
ICE worksheets and tools. Sam mentioned the major components for an ICE Report (shown in Exhibit 4). Plus, Jeff
Shaw with FHWA mentioned that additional information on the SPICE and CAP-X tools are provided at the Crash
Modification Factors Clearinghouse website (provided in the third link shown below).
•
•
•

https://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/intersection/ice/ (for ICE resources)
https://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/tools/ (for the SPICE and CAP-X tools)
http://www.cmfclearinghouse.org/resources_selection.cfm

EXHIBIT 4

Jay and Sam then discussed the evaluation stages for conducting an ICE process (shown in Exhibit 5). Stage 1
involves collecting and reviewing speed and volume data, crash and safety history, intersection warrants, and related
traffic data. Screening involves which alternative improvements need to be included in the analysis scenarios. Stage 2
involves conducting all required analyses to assess the best performing alternative improvements. This preliminary
control strategy assessment not only includes operational analyses and safety improvements, but also ROW and utility
impacts, multimodal accommodations, benefit-cost analysis, and available funding sources. Jay and Sam mentioned
that Stage 3 is not an official part of the ICE process and considered optional. However, they recommend the Stage 3
steps of adding a conceptual layout and an opinion of probable construction costs to the final ICE Report.

EXHIBIT 5

In addition, Sam presented a case study of closely spaced tee-intersections on North Texas Blvd; near IH-35 and
Apogee football stadium in Denton, Texas. She said the ICE process examined three options: roadway realignment,
stop-control with intersection enhancements, and a roundabout (due to the existing traffic data and conditions). The
assessment showed the two-way stop control with intersection enhancements provided the most effective solution. Sam
mentioned that the ICE process shows that one solution does not fit every situation, but provides the most effective
alternative based on current safety / traffic data and conditions.
Jay also provided a case study of a Las Vegas Trail intersection in Fort Worth that has multiple approaches with nonfunctioning stop control. The ICE process examined the current stop-control layout and options for traffic signal and
roundabout improvements. The roundabout alternative was considered the most effective solution (based on provided
traffic data and conditions), since all approaches can be reconstructed into one complete intersection. For questions
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about Jay’s and Sam’s presentation,
sam.delmotte@kimley-horn.com.

please

contact

them

at

jay.vonahsen@kimley-horn.com

7) Adjourn
a) For comments or questions, contact Jason Vaughn at:
832-692-4078 or jvaughn@sugarlandtx.gov
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and

